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Reichskanzlei] of the period from the beginning of 1932 to
the middle of 1933, refers to this feeling in several places.
c A great feeling of depression hangs over the Berlin Gau,'
he writes in one place. Elsewhere he says that either the
Party must be in power at the end of 1932 or it is lost.
And in yet another place he even mentions Hitler's utter
desperation over Strasser's defection, and the expected
disintegration of the Party. He describes how, on 8th
December 1932, Hitler was very downcast, and quotes his
own words, fi If once the Party breaks up I shall" shoot
myself.'
Preparations for the November elections had to be made
with inadequate resources. The Party treasurer was help-
less and absolutely desperate. Payments to the S.A. had
to be stopped. In a few weeks the Party debts grew to
twelve million marks, or more than a million pounds. In
the S.A, there were clear indications of dissension and
breakdown. A Party officer here and there came to the
Liberal newspapers and sold Party secrets for trifling sums.
Gregor Strasser, the real political leader of the Party,
recognised beforehand what was at stake. He made up
his mind that, following the cessation of the subsidies from
the industrialists, the Party was only to be saved if the
working classes could be more strongly attracted to the
movement. Gregor Strasser had an exceptionally capable
brain, and not only that, but one of the few really respect-
able and upright characters in the Party. Some of his
speeches in the Reichstag showed clearly that he under-
stood the desires of the masses. Even though some of the
points in his programme were eccentric and immature, yet
he had understood what the masses expected of National
Socialism. He summed up these wishes as an c anti-
capitalistic yearning a.
With this slogan Gregor Strasser not only faced the
Reichstag but also went among the workers. In one of
his great speeches he had minted these words :
* The anti-capitalistic yearning is a proof that we are
standing at a great turning-point in time : the victory over